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IN THE ART GALLERY
Enjoy work from the following artists in our second floor gallery.

December Mayslake Watercolor Group — Watercolor paintings
January & February Dalia Abdelaziz — Oil & acrylic paintings

COMING SOON!
We are excited to be adding a new community room on the first floor of 
the library for programs, meetings, and events. Construction will begin 
this winter and the new community room will debut this spring. Visit our 
website or stop by the library for updates as we work to create this 
contemporary and welcoming space for you.

WESTMONT BUSINESS & ORGANIZATION VIDEOS
We want to showcase our vibrant Westmont community! If you are a 
local business or organization that would like to share your story with the 
community, we want to talk to you. We’ll kick off 2016 by recording and 
sharing videos about local Westmont businesses and organizations.

Contact Barbara Alvarez, Head of Adult Services, at 630 969 5625 ext 215 
for more details.
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WESTMONT READS
CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Westmont Reads is a community event planned and sponsored by the 
Westmont Public Library to encourage everyone in Westmont to read 
and explore a classic book. Join us for our third annual Westmont Reads 
this winter as we take a fantastical tour through Willy Wonka’s famous 
chocolate factory!

The library will give away free copies of the book, while supplies last! 
Books will be available at the library beginning Saturday, November 28. 
Programs will be held throughout January and February. 

For more information about Westmont Reads, 
visit westmontlibrary.org/westmontreads.

ABOUT THE BOOK

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, by British author Roald Dahl, features 
Mr. Willy Wonka, an eccentric chocolatier, who decides to open the 
doors to his famous chocolate factory to only five lucky children and 
their parents. The five winners include poverty-stricken Charlie Bucket 
and four other children, who each demonstrate a common childhood 
weakness taken to the extreme as they hope to win the ultimate prize at 
the end of the tour. Their wild adventure through the amazing factory 
takes readers into a world every child dreams of—the world of candy!

Look for this Charlie and the Chocolate Factory symbol 
throughout the newsletter to help you find all the 
Westmont Reads events offered at the library this winter. 
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PROGRAMMING NOTES

Youth Programs
Appropriate age levels for program participation are established by our 
staff of professionals. We ask that children meet the age requirements to 
ensure a rewarding experience for all. Our storytimes are designed for  
children to attend with a caregiver.

All Programs 
Staff kindly ask all participants to arrive promptly for our programs. Late 
arrivals may have their spot forfeited.

Program participants may be photographed or videotaped for library promotional 
purposes. Please notify library staff if you prefer to not be photographed.

LANGUAGE STORYTIME (AGES 0 – 6)

Mondays, January 18 – February 22, 10:15 – 10:45 am

Introduce your little one to a foreign language as we read stories and 
enjoy play-based learning in Spanish or French.

STORYTIME! (AGES 0 – 6)

Thursdays, December 3, 10, and 17, 10:15 – 10:45 am

Cure that cabin fever—join us for these storytimes filled with music, 
movement, and stories.

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT STORYTIME (AGES 0 – 6)

Mondays, January 4 and February 1, 2 – 2:30 pm

Get moving and grooving with interactive songs, activities, and 
a story or two.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME (AGES 3 ½ – 6)

Tuesdays, January 19 – February 23, 10:15 – 10:45 am

Through books, songs, and fun educational activities, your child will 
enjoy spending time with other preschoolers while learning social and 
literacy skills to prepare them for school.

LAPSIT STORYTIME (AGES 0 – 2)

Wednesdays, January 20 – February 24, 10:15 – 11 am  
OR Thursdays, January 21 – February 25, 10:15 – 11 am

Lapsit storytime offers our youngest patrons a chance to learn fingerplays 
and hear stories in a low-key environment with their caregivers.

TODDLER STORYTIME (AGES 2 – 3)

Wednesdays, January 20 – February 24, 11:15 – noon 
OR Thursdays, January 21 – February 25, 11:15 – noon

In each lively toddler session, children and their caregivers will enjoy time 
with songs, action rhymes, stories, and playtime that will help develop skills 
necessary for reading readiness.

PARACHUTE PLAY (AGES 3 – 6)

Saturday, January 23, 2 – 2:30 pm OR 3 – 3:30 pm

Join us for an energetic half hour of fun and imaginative parachute play 
with our colorful 12-foot lightweight parachute!

Registration is required for only the first session; you will automatically 
be signed up for all sessions.

We ask that you register in advance for many of our storytimes this 
winter so that we may provide the best possible experience for your 
early reader! Storytimes that require registration are indicated with a 
checkmark. Thank you for helping us provide a wonderful learning 
experience for all our Westmont families.
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Registration is required for only the first session; you will automatically 
be signed up for all sessions.

CANDY SCIENCE

Saturday, January 9, 2 – 3 pm

What could be more fun than doing science experiments with candy? 
Find out which candies float, melt fast, and more.

MAKE YOUR OWN CANDY

Monday, February 15, 1 – 1:45 pm

Try your hand at being Willy Wonka for a day as we make delicious 
homemade tootsie rolls!

CANDY SCIENCE

Saturday, January 9, 3:30 – 4:30 pm

What could be more fun than doing science experiments with candy? 
Find out which candies float, melt fast, and more.

GRADES 1 – 2

GRADES 3 – 5

VIDEO GAME DESIGN CLUB: LEVEL 1

Thursdays, January 14 and 28, 4:15 – 5:45 pm

This club will take you through the first steps of designing your own 
video game using MIT’s game design program, Scratch!

3D DESIGN CLASS

Thursday, February 4, 4 – 5:30 pm

Ever wonder how designers create 3D objects for printing or design 
fantastic objects in movies? Join us to learn how.

VIDEO GAME DESIGN CLUB: LEVEL 2

Thursdays, February 11 and 25, 4:15 – 5:45 pm

This club is for those that are comfortable with Scratch basics and ready to 
work on more advanced design features of the game design program.

READERS’ THEATER: CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY (AGES 8 – 13 / GRADES 3 – 8)

Monday, February 15 
Rehearsal: 3:30 – 6 pm; Performance: 7 – 8 pm

Learn the basics of Readers’ Theater and put what you learned to practice 
in a live evening performance. Each person who attends will be assigned 
a role to learn in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and then perform the 
production for family and friends. A pizza dinner will be provided.

Please note that although Readers’ Theater does not require memorization, 
there is a significant amount of reading, as well as reading in public. Please 
keep this in mind when registering for this event.

MAKE YOUR OWN CANDY & FIZZY DRINK

Tuesday, February 16, 4 – 5 pm

Try your hand at being Willy Wonka for a day! We’ll start by making our very 
own nougat chocolate bar and then wash it down with a fizzy lime drink 
we’ll make ourselves. Please be advised, peanuts will be used in our recipe.

LEGO ROBOTICS

Monday, February 22 – Wednesday, February 24, 4 – 5:30 pm

Have fun playing and learning with LEGO robotics in this three-day class. 
We will be using our creative skills to design and build robots that can 
solve simple and complex problems.

90-SECOND NEWBERY VIDEO CREATION

Thursdays, December 10 and 17, 4:30 – 6:30 pm

Create a 90-second video based on a Newbery Award winning book for 
submission to the 90-Second Newbery Film Festival competition. After 
registering for this program, students will be sent an email asking for their 
five favorite Newberry book titles to help decide which video to create.
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SEW EXCITING SEWING CAMP

Monday, December 21 & Tuesday, December 22, 1:30 – 3 pm

Join us for this two-day program that uses our brand-new sewing machines! 
On the first day, you will learn the basics of how to set up a sewing machine 
and beginning sewing techniques. On day two, you’ll make your own pair of 
pajama pants! No prior sewing experience is required.

SCREEN PRINTED TEES

Thursday, January 7, 6 – 8 pm

Create a unique screen printed tee. We will use the program Inkscape to 
make stencils, then work in pairs to print our designs using basic screen 
printing techniques. We’ll provide the supplies; you bring the creativity.

Please indicate your t-shirt size when you register for this program. 

CANDY FLAVORED LIP GLOSS AND SCRUBS

Wednesday, January 20, 4 – 5:30 pm

Look your best this winter with lip products you make yourself! 
Take home your own candy flavored lip gloss and scrub.

3D DESIGN LAB

Thursday, January 21, 6 – 8 pm

Ever wonder how designers create 3D objects for printing or design 
fantastic objects in movies? Join us to learn how.

READERS’ THEATER: CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY (AGES 8 – 13 / GRADES 3 – 8)

Monday, February 15 
Rehearsal: 3:30 – 6 pm; Performance: 7 – 8 pm

Learn the basics of Readers’ Theater and put what you learned to practice 
in a live evening performance. Each person who attends will be assigned 
a role to learn in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and then perform the 
production for family and friends. A pizza dinner will be provided.

Please note that although Readers’ Theater does not require 
memorization, there is a significant amount of reading, as well as reading 
in public. Please keep this in mind when registering for this event.

CREEPY-CUTE LED CREATURES

Monday, February 8, 6 – 8 pm

Join us at the intersection of huggable and menacing as we sew felt 
creatures and make them glow. We’ll learn to design a basic circuit with 
batteries, conductive thread, and LEDs to add lights to our fuzzy monsters.

NO SEW BLANKETS

Saturday, February 6, 3 – 4 pm

Help us make cozy, colorful no-sew blankets for the residents of 
Burgess Square Nursing Home.

Volunteer hours may be earned by participating in this program.
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PAWS WITH CLAUS

Saturday, November 28, 4:15 – 4:45 pm

Bring your pets to meet Santa Claus at the library for this Holly Days 
event sponsored by Dogz N Harmony! Don’t forget your camera!

BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE NUTCRACKER

Wednesday, December 2, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

Get a behind-the-scenes “scoop” on this holiday classic! The folks from 
Salt Creek Ballet will explain and decode some of the more mystifying 
aspects of the Nutcracker story and its music, as well as provide a 
preview of their show.

HOLLY DAYS TREE ORNAMENTS

Saturday, December 5, 2 – 3 pm

Take part in Holly Days celebrations by creating a snowman or reindeer 
ornament to be displayed on the library’s tree in Veteran’s Memorial Park.

HOLIDAY UKULELE CIRCLE

Sunday, December 6, 2 – 3 pm

Uncle Jon’s Music Family Ukulele Band featuring ukuleles, steel guitars, 
and bass, will entertain music lovers of all ages with a collection of 
holiday tunes in a range of styles including tin pan alley, jazz, Hawaiian, 
country, pop, and rock.

LIGHT UP THE HOLIDAYS STORYTIME

Wednesday, December 9, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

Help us light up the night and celebrate the diversity of the winter holidays! 
We will explore how a variety of cultures observe this time of year through 
stories, crafts, and games for the entire family to enjoy. Holiday wear 
encouraged, but not required. For all ages with a parent or caregiver.

Progressive Village Performance Network presents 
MACY’S “YES, VIRGINIA” THE MUSICAL

Friday, December 11, 7 – 8:30 pm

In 1897, Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to The New York Sun asking, “Is there a 
Santa Claus?” Her letter prompted one of the most famous newspaper 
editorials of all time and inspired future generations to believe in the holiday 
spirit. Now, her story is coming to life in a musical. Enjoy this holiday classic 
performed by PVPN in this special after-hours free performance. 

PVPN asks for non-perishable food items, clothing, or toys in lieu of admission. 

INTERACTIVE CHARLIE

Wednesday, January 13, 6 – 7:45 pm

Sing along with the Oompa Loompas and cheer on Charlie as he makes 
his way through Willly Wonka’s amazing, fabulous, stupendous factory. 
Enjoy this classic movie with props, treats, and more, as we watch the 
1971 version of Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory. 

MAKE & CREATE SERIES
The whole family is invited to drop by every month for some creative fun at the library!

Snow Globes
Saturday, December 19, 2 – 4 pm

Let it snow! Make your very own snow globes—a perfect holiday gift.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Buttons
Saturday, January 16, 2 – 4 pm

Stop by the library and create your own mini-buttons using our fabulous 
button making machine.

Foam Block Printing
Saturday, February 13, 2 – 4 pm

Make your mark! Carve and print your own designs with foam stamps.
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KNIT CLIQUE

Tuesdays, 12/1, 1/5, and 2/2, 6:30 – 8 pm

Beginners and experienced crafters alike are invited to attend this casual 
group. Bring along your skills and projects and enjoy the needle arts with us!

MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS GROUP

Fridays, December 18 and January 29, 11 am – noon

Join Michael Ribet, long-time meditator, for an engaging meditation 
series. Michael will demonstrate natural and effective techniques of 
meditation while providing useful directions for deepening and 
stabilizing our practices to gain inner bliss and peace. All skill levels 
welcome.

TEAM TRIVIA NIGHTS AT SWEET & SAVORY SPOT

Wednesdays, 12/2, 12/16, 1/13, 1/27, 2/10, 2/24, 7 – 9 pm 

Bring your friends out for a pub quiz challenge run by the WPL 
librarians. Grab a bite to eat, flex your knowledge skills, and have some 
fun while competing for cool prizes.

Location: Sweet & Savory Spot, 31 N Cass Ave.

WRITERS GROUP

Thursdays, 12/10, 1/14, 1/28, 2/11, and 2/25, 7 – 8:30 pm

This interactive group is for adults interested in getting feedback from 
their peers on original writing.

ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP

Saturdays, 12/12, 12/26, 1/9, 1/23, 2/13, and 2/27, 10 am – noon

This informal and friendly conversation group is for all adult English 
learners. Join us as we improve our verbal English skills.

Co-sponsored by Literacy DuPage.

4TH MONDAY BOOK GROUP

Mondays, January 25 and February 22, 7 – 9 pm

Share your thoughts and opinions on popular titles! This group meets 
monthly in the library meeting room. Books are available for checkout 
one month in advance.

January  The Rosie Effect by Graeme Simsion

February When I Found You by Catherine Ryan Hyde

UNREAL WORLD BOOK CLUB

Tuesdays, 12/1, 1/5, 2/2, 7 – 9 pm

Come talk about books and films set in imaginative times and places.  
We meet monthly at Dolce’s Pizzeria and Wine Bar, 15 W Quincy St. in Westmont.

December Signal to Noise by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
  and Chronicle (film)

January  The Blood of Angels by Johanna Sinisalo 
  and Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind (film)

February Half Resurrection Blues by Daniel José Older 
  and Blade (film)

NONFICTION BOOK GROUP 
Saturdays, 12/5, 1/9, 2/6, 10:30 am – noon

Immerse yourself in fascinating lives, true crime, espionage, scandal, 
corruption, heroism, and heartaches in this book group. 
Join us as we explore the world—one book at a time!

December Hold Still: A Memoir with Photographs by Sally Mann

January  Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan

February  Black Man in a White Coat by Damon Tweedy, MD

12 13

B
O

O
K

 G
R

O
U

P
S

A
D

U
LT

 O
N

G
O

IN
G



Programs with a           require registration.                             To register, call 630 969 5625 or visit westmontlibrary.org. 

BUSINESS RESOURCES FOR JOB SEEKERS 
AND PROFESSIONALS

Tuesday, February 9, 7 – 8:30 pm

Did you know that the library has many resources that will take your job 
search and business research to the next level? A library staff member 
will guide you through creating customized company reports, learning 
about SWOT analyses, and improving technical skills—all with your 
library card!

DECADENT DESSERTS AND APPETIZERS

Wednesday, February 17, 7 – 8 pm

Meet us at The Sweet & Savory Spot, located at 31 N Cass Ave, and learn 
how to make mouth-watering, chocolatey appetizers and desserts that 
will make you a hit at any party. Samples included!

WESTMONT BUSINESS & ORGANIZATION VIDEOS
If you own or work at a local business or organization, see more 
information on page 3.

MEET THE 3D PRINTER!

Thursday, February 4, 7 – 8:30 pm

Willy Wonka was an inventor and you can be too! Learn how the library’s 
new 3D printer is used to create new objects and structures.

APPY HOUR

Zinio   Wednesday, January 6  
3M & Overdrive Monday, January 11   
OneClickdigital Wednesday, January 20 
Mango Languages Tuesday, January 26

7 – 8:30 pm

Carry the library in your pocket. Library staff will show you how to download 
ebooks, movies, magazines, and more with your e-device and library card!

CANDY LOVER’S PARADISE

Tuesday, January 12, 6 – 7 pm

Satisfy your sweet tooth with some favorite chocolates and Chicago-based 
candies. After treats, join us for our program about Chicago’s Sweet Candy History. 

CHICAGO’S SWEET CANDY HISTORY

Tuesday, January 12, 7 – 8 pm

Leslie Goddard, historian and author of Chicago’s Sweet Candy History, 
indulges attendees in the history of Chicago candy making. Featuring 
Brach’s, Mars Snicker bars, Curtiss Baby Ruth bars, and more, Leslie 
tells the delicious story of how Chicago once produced one-third of 
the country’s candy.

CREATE YOUR JOB SEARCH PLAN

Monday, January 18, 7 – 8:30 pm

Learn job search strategies and develop a focused and proactive job 
search plan with the folks from the People’s Resource Center. You’ll also 
learn about valuable community resources.

CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE: 
BECOME A LITERACY VOLUNTEER

Monday, February 29, 6 – 7:30 pm

Explore the possibility of tutoring adults who need help with reading, 
writing, speaking, and understanding English. Find out more about how 
you can help change lives and impact future generations in this 
volunteer orientation session! 

The program will be held at Westmont Public Library. Please call 
Literacy DuPage at 630 416 6699 to register.

Co-sponsored by Literacy DuPage.
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