
SUMMER READ @ WESTMONT LIBRARY
You may not be surfin’ USA, 
but you can still make waves 
this summer during our annual 
summer reading program!  
The program will begin 
on June 1st and end with 
a family fun carnival 
on Saturday,  August 
7th, 2010. 
 Summer Read 
is open to Westmont 
residents of all ages. It is 
designed to keep children 
reading during the 
summer months. Studies 
find that children who 
read 15 minutes a day will 
retain or even improve 
reading skills. Parents 
are encouraged to sign up and 
display positive, lifelong reading 
habits for their children. 
 To register for the 
program, simply visit the 

Library or sign up online 
by visiting our website and 
clicking on the link to the 

Summer Reading Program.  You 
will need to have a valid library 
card to register. 
 To help you stay 
motivated, the staff at 

WPL have worked hard to 
secure donations from local 
businesses and to purchase fun 

and exciting incentives. 
Stop by the Library 
beginning June 1st and 
check out one of the prize 
displays to see what you 
could win for all of your 
hard work!
 In addition to securing 
great incentives, staff 
scheduled a fun-packed 
summer of special events! 
There is something for 
everyone at WPL! From 
storytimes to drop-in 
crafts; from decadent ice 
cream making for adults 

to Spanish Conversation 
Group! Look inside this 
newsletter for descriptions 
and registration information 
on these great events!  

Online Program Registration
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Did You 
Know?
Now you can 
cancel your 
holds online at any time! Sign 
in to your SWAN account to 
view your list of held items. To 
cancel a hold on a particular 
item, click in the box next to 
that item and choose “cancel 
selected”. To cancel all of 
the holds on your account, 
choose “cancel all”. Once you 
cancel your hold, the screen 
automatically refreshes, and 
the information is no longer 
retrievable. 

We are excited to announce 
that you can now register for 
library programs from your 
home computer!  
 Many programs are 
open to the general public, 
but for some events you must 
have a library card to register. 
Hurry in today for a new card 
if yours is outdated or if you 
need a replacement. Children 
are encouraged to get their 
own cards as well. Check out 
the new library card design we 
have that is just for kids!
 The new online 
program registration is simple 

and easy 
to use!  To 
view a list 
of programs 

online, visit our website at: 
www.westmontlibrary.org 
and click on the Programs	&	
Events	page.  
 A calendar with a list 
of upcoming programs allows 
you to filter events by age 
group or program type. 
 Once you are 
registered for an event, you 
can choose to have an email 
reminder sent to you or a 
courtesy phone call the day 
before the event. There are 
a variety of other options 
available like downloading the 
event to your online calendar, 
emailing the event to a friend, 
and receiving notifications of 
similar upcoming events.
 

Renowned 
musician, Lee 
Murdock, 
will sing a 
vivid musical 
portrait of life 
on the Great 
Lakes while 
performing at 

the Library on Tuesday, August 
10th at 6:30PM. His traditional 
folk and maritime songs appeal 
to a variety of musical tastes 
and his unique stories capture 
audiences of all ages.
 To experience this 
concert event, call the Libray 
at 630-969-5625 or register 
online by visiting our website 
and clicking on the Programs	&	
Events	page. See you there! 

Tall Ships Concert 



YOUTH PROGRAMS

TEEN SCENE
Volunteers Needed this Summer! 
The Library is looking for teen volunteers 
to help with our summer reading program! 
You can sign up for a shift to help with the 
following:

-Register kids for the reading program
-Prepare materials for special events
-Help a staff person run special events

Pick up an application for teen volunteer 
service at the Library or download it on our 
website under  “employment.”

Teen Events this Summer!

ÉTwilight Trivia
Tuesday, June 22nd, 7PM
Test your knowledge with other Twilight fans as 
they compete in a trivia tournament for first, 
second, and third prize! First prize is a $25 
movie theater gift certificate- just in time for 
the release of the third movie, Eclipse.

ÉYLuau Party
Tuesday, July 27th, 7PM
Kick back and relax at this fun, Hawaiian 
themed party. Enjoy fun activities like flip-flop 
decorating and island relay games as well as 
delicious food.

ÉArt4Preschoolers: 
Saturday, June 12th, 1-2:30PM
Ages 3-6
Your mini Van Gogh will have a blast creating 
his own work of art to take home! Children 
will be introduced to basic art concepts and 
be able to experiment with various mediums.

ÉYChocolate Challenge
Tuesday, June 29th @ 6:30PM
Ages 7-13 
You’ve never seen chocolate like this before! 
Games, crafts, and lots of tasting make this a 
night for chocolate lovers only! 

ÉScience Saturday
Saturday, July 17th, 1-2:30PM
Ages 5-11
Learn cool, new science concepts, do 
experiments, and take home your creations.
Learning has never been so fun!

ÉYSplash Bash
Wednesday, June 23rd, 6-8PM
Ages 8-13
Location: Ty Warner Park Splash Pad
Wear clothing you can get wet and bring 
a towel to this evening program of games 
and fun under the water! Water fun will last 
for one hour, followed by pizza at the picnic 
area!

ÉGet Ready for your 1st Day of School
Saturday, August 21st, 1:00PM
Ages 3-6
Children entering preschool and 
kindergarten will love this day of crafts and 
activities designed to build excitement for 
the first day of school.  

ÉFamily Storytimes
Thursdays, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19
6:30PM
The family fun begins with tales that will 
delight all ages. After storytime, each family 
works together on a craft to take home.

ÉBilingual Storytime
Every 2nd & 4th Monday @ 11:30AM
6/14, 6/28, 7/12, 7/26, 8/9, 8/23 
Children who speak any language will
benefit from our storytime that stresses
both English and Spanish vocabulary.

yStorytime
Tuesdays, June 8th-August 3rd,10:15AM
Ages six and younger explore with
books, crafts, and songs while interacting 
with their peers. 

NOTE ON PROGRAMMING:
Staff ask all parents to be prompt when bringing 
children to library events. Any late arrivals may find their 
spot forfeited. No child will be admitted to a program 
more than 15 minutes after the event’s start time. 

A quick guide for registration!

Pre-Readers: A child is considered 
a pre-reader if he/she cannot read 
comfortably on his/her own.  Parents, 
caregivers, and siblings will read to their 
pre-reader for at least 15 minutes a day.

Early Readers: You are an early reader if 
you can read on your own from books in 
the Children’s Reading Garden with a call 
number starting in E or ER. Early Readers 
will also read for at least 15 minutes a day.

J Readers: If you read chapter books 
from the J fiction or non-fiction section, 
you are a J reader. You can also read 
magazines and graphic novels, just 
remember to get in at least 15 minutes of 
reading a day!

Teen Reader: Reading books at the YA 
level or higher makes you a teen reader. 
You only need to read 6 books total to 
receive a completion prize!

Adult Reader: Anyone reading 
exclusively adult level material will want 
to register as an Adult reader. 

The Family Reading Program is 
open to any family that consists of 
at least one child and one adult who 
are registered for the individual 
reading program at their level.

SUMMER READ

Required Summer Reading 
Come in early and pick up 
a copy of your required 
summer reading from our 
display in the Youth Services 
Department.  We stock 
multiple copies of required 
reading books throughout 
the summer.  If the book 
you need is checked out, you can place a hold 
by asking a librarian, or you can login to the 
SWAN catalogue online and place the hold 
yourself.  The display as well as lists of required 
reading for area schools will remain in the 
youth department through the end of August.

Registration Key:  ÉRegistration is required                y No registration required    
	 	 		 	 	 	L No children under 12                    Y Sponsored by the Friends of WPL

Staff may refuse entrance for a library program to any person who is not within the required age range.
Dates	and	programs	are	subject	to	change.	Please	check	the	library	website	for	updated	information	at:	www.westmontlibrary.org.

é Please note: Individuals	requiring	accommodation	for	a	disability	for	any	library	program	should	contact	the	library	at	least	five	days	before	the	program.



ADULT PROGRAMS
yLSpanish Conversation Group
Mondays, 6/7, 7/12, 8/2 @ 7PM
Do you have a basic knowledge of the Spanish language but would like 
to learn practical phrasing and brush up on your conversation skills? 
Then this is the group for you! Led by a native speaker, this informal 
group will meet once a month. Open to high school and college 
students as well as adult learners of all ages!

yLWriters’ Group
Thursdays, 6/10 & 6/24, 7/8 & 7/22, 8/12 & 8/26 @ 7PM

This interactive group is for adults interested in improving 
their writing skills and venturing into the world of 
publishing.  The second Thursday of the month includes 
brief presentations, group writing exercises, and critiques.  

The fourthThursday of the month is devoted entirely to more in-depth 
peer critiques. 

yEnglish Conversation Group
Saturdays, 6/12 & 6/26, 7/10 & 7/24, 8/14 & 8/28, 10AM-12PM
This informal and friendly conversation group is for all adult English
learners. Join us on the second and fourth Saturdays of every
month as we improve our verbal English skills!
Un grupo informal y amistoso de conversación para todos que
están aprendiendo ingles. Venga para reunirse con nosotros en la
Biblioteca Publica de Westmont cada segundo y cuarto sábado del
mes, desde las 10:00am hasta las 12:00pm. Nota: No es necesario 
registrarse y es gratis.

yEncourage Your Child to Love Reading
Tuesday, June 1st, 6:30PM
Bring the kids along for ice cream sundaes and a brief, 20-minute 
presentation on how to engage your child in reading while school is 
out.  Learn where to find books your kids will love, how to improve 
comprehension, and get ideas for making reading a fun, family event!

ÉThe Future of College of DuPage: A Community Discussion
Wednesday, June 9th, 7PM 
Learn about recent happenings at College of DuPage and the College’s 
plans for the future. A representative from COD will give a short, 
twenty minute presentation, then open the session up to questions and 
answers. Your feedback and suggestions are welcome.

ÉLYDigiPix: Intermediate Level Digital Photography Workshop
 Wednesday, June 16th @ 7PM
Explore the world of digital photography! Learn how you can 
experiment with different photography techniques using a digital SLR 

camera. A discussion by avid photographer, Bill Ruting, 
will teach you about using light and weather conditions 
to your advantage, simple concepts of composition, as 
well as selecting a camera and accessories.   

ÉYDecadent Ice Cream
 Wednesday, June 30th @ 6:30PM
Crowd favorite, Chef Michael Niksic, shares his original, 
absolutely decadent ice cream recipes!  Tips and tricks for 
making ice cream, his personal recipes, and a TASTING 
for all audience members is sure to deliver the perfect 
frosty end to a hot, summer day! Registration is open to 
Westmont residents only through June 6th and then open 
to the general public if seating is still available. 

ÉL10 Secrets to Getting Your Book Successfully Published
Thursday, July 15th, 6:30-8:30PM
Join literary agent Joseph Durepos and national bestselling author Bret 
Nicholaus as they educate us in every key element of book publishing. 
Learn how to write effective query and proposal letters, how advances 
and royalties work, whether self-publishing is right for you, and so 
much more! If you are an aspiring writer, you will not want to miss this 
informative presentation! 

Computer classes are offered for a variety of skill levels. There is a  
non-refundable $5 fee per person, per class which must be paid 
for at the time of registration.  Online registration is not available for 
computer classes. Please direct further questions to the Adult Help 
Desk.  

ÉL Intro to Computers 
Monday, June 21st, 6:30-8:30PM
Monday, June 28th, 10AM-12PM
Learn the basic parts of a computer, their purpose, how to use the 
keyboard and mouse, plus opening and using programs in Windows.    
No previous computer knowledge is required.

ÉL Excel for Beginners
Tuesday, July 6th, 6:30-8:30PM
Tuesday, July 13th, 10AM-12PM
This class will take you through basic instruction including cells and 
worksheets, formulas, charts and more. You must have basic Windows, 
mouse and keyboarding skills to attend.

ÉL Internet Basics
Monday, August 9th, 6:30-8:30PM
Monday, August 16th, 10AM-12PM
Learn Internet terminology, how to use a Web browser and how 
to search the Internet. You must have basic Windows, mouse and 
keyboarding skills to attend.

COMPUTER CLASSES FOR ADULTS

Registration Key:  ÉRegistration is required                y No registration required    
	 	 		 	 	 	L No children under 12                    Y Sponsored by the Friends of WPL

Staff may refuse entrance for a library program to any person who is not within the required age range.
Dates	and	programs	are	subject	to	change.	Please	check	the	library	website	for	updated	information	at:	www.westmontlibrary.org.

é Please note: Individuals	requiring	accommodation	for	a	disability	for	any	library	program	should	contact	the	library	at	least	five	days	before	the	program.
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Due to the continuing 
economic crisis our nation 
and our residents are 
experiencing, the Westmont 
Public Library Board of 
Trustees voluntarily voted to 
abate taxes this year. Instead 
of taxing at the approved 
levy rate of 19.14 mils, the 
Board decided to decrease 
the rate to 18.4 mils. 
 “This is not a 
decision we take lightly,” 
said Board President, Joyce 
Fedeczko. “Maintaining 
library offerings and service 
hours are priorities, so cuts 
were made elsewhere to 
accommodate the shortage 
of funds.” 
 Approximately 
$70,000 will be cut from 

this year’s budget including 
$30,000 in materials. Service 
hours are expected to 
remain the same through 
April of 2012.
  The future of our 
Library hours of operation 
depends on the fate of the 
Metropolitan Library System. 
The services offered to us 
through our membership 
in the Metropolitan Library 
System (MLS) are in danger 
if the State cannot continue 
providing funds. 
 MLS, which receives 
its funding primarily from 
the State, is responsible 
for connecting patrons to 
the collections of over 80 
area libraries through the 
delivery of inter-library loan 

materials and reciprocal 
borrowing.  Should the State 
decide not to fund MLS, 
individual libraries would 
need to determine which 
services to continue, and 
local tax dollars would have 
to be used to finance them.  
 For now, the Board 
is determined to maintain 
services and hours in a safe 
building, especially with 
library use climbing steadily. 
 When money 
gets tight, people flock to 
the library,  We’ve issued 
more library cards, checked 
out more materials, and 
had more people at our 
programs than in the past 
five years. 

DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

  

By Christine Kuhn, 
Library Director

4th Monday Book Group
Join us on the fourth Monday of every 
month as we discuss popular titles. 
Books are available for checkout at 
the Main Desk one month in advance. 

June 28, 2010 @ 7PM
The Help, by Kathryn Stockett

July 26, 2010 @ 7PM
The Englisher, by Beverly Lewis

August 23, 2010 @ 7PM
Boomsday, 

by Christopher Buckley

118 people attended our Cold Blooded 
Creatures program on April 18th. If you 
missed it, visit our online photo album at:                                                      
www.facebook.com/westmontlibrary and 
see the various reptile friends we made!


