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library news

lifelong learning + enrichment
new language learning tool
Anyone who has attempted to learn a new language knows the
key is consistent practice. Why not use the library’s free language
learning resource, Mango, to get started and track progress?
Learning a new language with Mango Languages is free for all
library patrons, and offers a fast and convenient solution for the
community’s language-learning needs. Each lesson combines real
life situations and audio from native speakers with simple, clear
instructions.
The courses include components
of vocabulary, pronunciation,
grammar and culture for a wellrounded learning experience.
To learn more about Mango and get a preview of what the
program has to offer, stop by the library and ask a librarian for an
introduction. You can access Mango through the library website at
westmontlibrary.org by clicking on the database link.

indieflix
Good news, indie film lovers! The library now subscribes to
IndieFlix, a streaming service featuring thousands of
independent films from around the world.
Get unlimited access to award-winning shorts, feature films, and
documentaries. With thousands of films to choose from across
more than 50 countries, IndieFlix offers a viewing experience you
can’t get anywhere else. View films from major festivals all over
the world, including Sundance, Cannes, Tribeca, and more! Sort
by language, genre, or film length with easy-to-use filters.
Start watching today on any Internet-enabled computer,
smartphone, or tablet with a web browser as well as Roku, xBox,
and Apple TV.
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friends of the library seek new members
Friends of Westmont Public Library are neighbors who support
the library by raising funds to enhance library programming
and services that would otherwise be impossible. Formally
organized as a non-profit in 1989, the Friends have been actively
supporting and promoting the Westmont Public Library for more
than 25 years!

library news

community involvement

The Friends organization is in desperate need for more people to
help serve on the Friends Board! Westmont residents interested
in helping the community should consider attending the next
meeting of the Friends and see what positions are open! Minimal
time commitments are involved and all Westmont residents are
welcome to attend. The next Friends meeting will be on Tuesday,
May 6 at 7 pm.
For more information about the Friends, please contact
friends@westmontlibrary.org or call 630 969 5625 ext. 360.

in the art gallery
During the spring, the following artists will display their work in
our second floor gallery.
March: Oil Paintings of Joyce Latimer
April: Watercolors of Mary Launi
May: Oil Paintings of Janet Higgins
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babies + toddlers

Baby + Toddler Storytimes
Wednesdays and Thursdays
through May 1, 10:15 am
Children will enjoy songs, stories, and
fingerplays surrounded by a caregiver
and a group of their peers.
No registration required!

Toddler + Me Playgroup
Wednesdays and Thursdays through May 1, 10:45 am
This popular baby & tot time includes toys, books, and snacks for
kids and their grown-ups. Drop in and socialize with other parents
while your toddler plays!
No registration required!

Look at Me Grow! (Ages 2 – 4)
Sunday, May 18, 2 – 3 pm
Celebrate spring and things that grow!
Come listen to stories, recite fingerplays,
and dance to music. Each child will plant a
seed and take it home to watch it grow.
Registration required.
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Mondays through April 28, 10:15 am
Take advantage of this opportunity for families that speak any language
to interact and improve their language skills! Depending on the week,
the storytime will be conducted in English interspersed with a small
amount of a featured foreign language.

preschoolers (3 – 6)

Language Learning Storytime (AGES 0 – 6)

No registration required!

pre-reader Storytimes
Tuesdays through April 29
10:15 am
Children will enjoy songs, stories, and fingerplays
surrounded by a caregiver and a group of their
peers.
No registration required!

take me out to the ballgame
Sunday, March 30, 2 – 3 pm
Get ready for the baseball season as we read books about
baseball, do fingerplays, listen to music, create a craft, and
have a snack.
Registration required.

Programs with a

require registration.

To register, call 630 969 5625 or sign up online at westmontlibrary.org.
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grade schoolers

bring your own loom craft
Monday, March 24, 4 – 5 pm
Join us for an afternoon of fun as we make bracelets
together! Bring your own loom and the library will supply
you with plenty of bands.

science session: float your boat
Saturday, April 26, 2 – 3 pm
Work with teammates to design different shaped boats and test
the amount of weight that each shape can hold. Compare your
scientific results to the results of the other teams and discuss why
certain shapes float and why others don’t.

3 d design class
Monday, April 28, 4 – 5:30 pm
Students will learn how to turn their creative
ideas into 3D designs on the computer using
Tinkercad software.
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Thursdays, 3/13, 3/27, 4/10,
4/24, 5/8, 5/22
4 – 5:30 pm

ages 7 – 11

videogame design
club

This club will take you through the
steps of designing your very own
video game using MIT’s game design
program, Scratch!

Come in for Free comic book day on Saturday, May 3

may the fourth be with you
Sunday, May 4, 2 – 3 pm
Star Wars fans unite for an afternoon of fun! Make a lightsaber
using foam pipe insulation and duct tape.
NOTES ON PROGRAMMING: Staff ask all parents to be prompt when bringing
children to library events. Any late arrivals may find their spot forfeited. Staff
may refuse entrance to a library program to any person who is not within the
required age range. Dates and programs are subject to change. Please check
the library website for updated information. Programs, events and classes are
photographed or videotaped for library promotional purposes. Notify library
staff if you prefer not to be photographed.
Individuals requiring accommodation for a disability for any library program
should contact the library at least five days before the program.

To register, call 630 969 5625 or sign up online at westmontlibrary.org.
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teens (12 – 18)

henna design
Thursday, March 6, 7 – 8 pm
Learn about the history of henna, its uses, and basic
drawing elements. Participants will create their own
unique design and get a sample of henna paste
to practice with at home. Permission slips can be
picked up at the library in advance.
Registration and completed permission slip required.

Chalk it up!
Saturday, April 12, 2 – 3:30 pm
Get in on this fun trend as we learn how to add fun
and color to our hair with chalk.

food frenzy
Monday, May 5, 7 – 8:30 pm
Do you like to play with your food? Put
your imagination to work making cake
pops, Frankenstein gummies, zombie
marshmallows, and more!
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Thursdays, 3/20, 4/17, 5/15
6:30 – 8 pm
Looking for something fun, creative,
and free to do with the whole family?
Head over to the library and make
a LEGO creation with the library
provided materials. After the program,
we will display the masterpieces
in the youth area for all to enjoy!

family activities

Family Lego Club

March Movie Matinee
Sunday, March 23, 2 – 4 pm
Winter is over! Celebrate with us by watching
the newly released Disney film, Frozen.
Bring a blanket and pillow, and the library
will provide the popcorn!

FAMILY FUN AT THE LIBRARY
Sunday, April 13, 2 – 4 pm
Bring the family to the library for a day of fun and exploration.
The first hour of this event will be a storytime, snack, and a
craft. The second half of the program families will be given an
opportunity to take a behind the scenes tour of the library.
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adult book clubs

Registration is NOT required for ongoing events.

4 th Monday Book Group
Mondays, 3/24, 4/28, 5/19, 7 – 9 pm
Share your thoughts and opinions on popular titles! This group
meets monthly in the library meeting room. Books are available for
checkout one month in advance.
March: The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
April: Started Early, Took My Dog by Kate Atkinson
May: On the Road by Jack Kerouac

Unreal World Book Club
Tuesdays, 3/4, 4/1, 5/6, 7 – 9 pm
Come talk about books set in imaginative times and places. We meet
monthly at Neat Kitchen + Bar in downtown Westmont.
March: The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. LeGuin
April: Embassytown by China Mieville
May: The Best of All Possible Worlds by Karen Lord

Nonfiction Book Club
Saturdays: 3/1, 4/5, 5/3, 10:30 am – 12 pm
We’ll explore biographies, memoirs, psychology, politics and more!
March: David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell		
April: Wild by Cheryl Strayed
May: The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan
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Knit Clique
Tuesdays, 3/4, 4/1, 5/6, 6:30 – 8 pm
Beginners and experienced crafters alike are invited to attend this
casual group. Bring along your skills and projects and enjoy the
needle arts with us!

adult ongoing

Registration is NOT required for ongoing events.

writers group
Thursdays, 3/13, 3/27, 4/10, 4/24, 5/8, 5/22
7 – 8:30 pm
This interactive group is for adults interested in getting feedback
from their peers on original writing.

english conversation group
Saturdays: 3/8, 3/22, 4/12, 4/26, 5/10, 5/24
10am – 12 pm
This informal and friendly conversation group is for all adult English
learners. Join us as we improve our verbal English skills.
Co-sponsored by Literacy DuPage.

How-To: Downloading to your eReader
Saturday, 3/22 + 5/17, 1– 3 pm
Bring your eReaders, iPads, and tech toys to our lobby and we will
show you how to get the most out of the library’s digital collections.
Learn how to download free ebooks, eaudiobooks, and digital
magazines and access the library’s collection of databases on your
device.
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adult workshops

adult workshops
Registration is required.

Spring Cleaning with De-Clutter Box
Tuesday, March 11, 6:30 – 8 pm
Learn how to maximize your space and stay organized! Kim Cosentino,
owner of De-Clutter Box will provide tips on simplifying your spaces
with basic organizational tactics.

Aromatherapy at Home
Wednesday, March 26, 7 – 8:30 pm
Essential oils derived from plants are a natural way of improving
sleep, aiding digestion, improving mental focus, and more! Learn
about where these oils come from, how to apply them, precautions
for their use, and what to look for when buying them. Essential oils
will be available for you to experience!

zumba
Monday, April 7, 7 – 8 pm
Zumba combines high energy music with unique moves for a fun
workout! Wear comfortable, form-fitting clothing and athletic shoes.

Programs with a

require registration.

To register, call 630 969 5625 or sign up online at westmontlibrary.org.
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Tuesday, April 8, 7 – 8:45 pm
Do you enjoy good quality craft beer? Home brewing is a fun and
rewarding hobby that is enjoyed by millions of people all over the
world. Award winning home brewer Scott Pointon will discuss the
equipment, ingredients, brewing process, and resources available to
would-be brew masters. No alcohol will be on the premises.

adult presentations

You Can Brew It! Home Beer Making Class

Female Artists: A Drawing Workshop
Tuesday, April 22, 7 – 9 pm
Learn about three popular female painters from art history: Georgia
O’Keeffe, Frida Kahlo, and Mary Cassatt. The class starts with a
presentation by Christine Thornton touching on the lives and
art of these three fascinating women. Participants will choose a
reproduction of one of the artists’ paintings to copy in colored pencil
under Christine’s guidance.

adult presentations
Registration is required.

COD Resources for the
Unemployed and Career Changers
Wednesday, March 19, 7 – 8 pm
Join College of DuPage adult admissions representative Angela
Nackovic to learn where to access college funding through the
Workforce Investment Act (WIA), as well as financial aid and
scholarships for adults. She will also talk about programs and services
available for adult learners at College of DuPage.
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adult presentations

Understanding Social Security
Wednesday, April 16, 7 – 8 pm
Join Jim Flanagan of Bentron Financial Group for an informative
discussion about the Social Security System. Learn to maximize the
benefits you have earned! Discussion topics include when to take
benefits, working while receiving benefits, taxation, and spousal
benefits.

England’s Greatest Gardens
Saturday, April 19, 2 – 3:30 pm
Join Carolyn Ulrich, editor of Chicagoland Gardening Magazine, as she
takes us on a photographic tour of famous English gardens that are
open to the public.

Understanding Services for Seniors
Tuesday, April 22, 2 – 3 pm
Join us for a presentation by DuPage County Senior Services followed
by a Q&A session. DCSS offers a number of programs to assist DuPage
County seniors (60+) in maintaining independent lifestyles and also
provides information on other benefits for which seniors may qualify.

Human Trafficking Conference
Date to be announced
This conference, led by Westmont High School student Heather Blaney
and a panel of various professional speakers, will increase public
awareness of human trafficking while discussing ways to take action to
help end this crime. Ages 14 and up are invited.
Check the library website for updated information on date and time for
this event.
14

westmontlibrary.org

630 969 5625

Steps to eBook Success
Tuesday, May 13, 7 – 8:30 pm
Are you thinking about self-publishing but don’t know where to
start? Learn how to make your book a reality with author Amy
Alessio as she talks about steps to success, costs involved in the
process, useful marketing tips, and more!

Legend Tripping in Illinois
Thursday, May 29, 7 – 8:30 pm
Join TnT Paranormal Investigators as they take you through a virtual
tour of some of the most haunted locations in Illinois including haunted
places they have investigated! As we take the virtual tour, investigators
will discuss some of the claims and stories for the locations, as well as
review some of the data collected there.

westmont reads community partners
The Westmont Library would like to thank the following local
businesses and organizations for their support
Bakersfield
Baskin Robbins
Bishop’s Chili of Westmont
Brewed Awakening Coffee House
Cass Family Dental
Cheryl’s Total Look
Home Run Inn Pizza Express
Margie’s Beef & Gyros
Nancy’s Pizza
Neat Kitchen
Nick’s Pizza & Beef

Progressive Village
Performance Network
Sweet & Savory Spot
Taco Express
Tap House Grill
Tasty Treat
The Framemakers
Westmont Park District
Westmont Yard
West Suburban Humane Society
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The Explorer is a Westmont Public Library
quarterly publication intended to offer current
and updated library information to Westmont
patrons.
Board of Trustees:
Amy Porter, President
John Martens, Vice President
Jason Fichtel, Secretary
Megan Stern, Treasurer
Elaine Carmichael, Trustee
Chris Gorman, Trustee

10 am – 9 pm
10 am – 5 pm
1 pm – 5 pm

Julia Coen, Interim Library Director
Kate Buckson, Explorer Editor
Kerry Barnett, Graphics Editor
Library Hours
Monday – Thursday
Friday + Saturday
Sunday			

For more information about the Westmont
Public Library, please contact us at
630 969 5625
630 969 6490 fax
westmontlibrary@westmontlibrary.org
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